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Hurricanes
September is a peak month

Safety Tip
September 2014

While we have been hurricane free for the last few years, everyone needs to be prepared, and
September is a peak month for hurricanes. Here is a check list of things to do to prepare:
Before
Have a hurricane disaster plan: Locate local shelters. Map the route to a nearby shelter; this will
cut down on the travel time. Make sure you know how to get there before an evacuation order is
issued.
If you are not ordered to evacuate, find shelter in your home. The safest place during a hurricane
is an interior room without windows. Get your home and yard ready for a hurricane. Install
hurricane shutters; remove dead and diseased trees and branches; identify items in the yard that
should be brought inside; clean rain gutters, outside stairwells, window wells, drain lines, and
downspouts.
 Family members can become separated during a hurricane. Be prepared by creating a plan for
how to reach one another. Establish an out-of-area contact (such as a relative or family friend)
who can coordinate family members' locations and information should you become separated.
Make sure children learn the phone numbers and addresses, and know the emergency plans.
 Prepare a family disaster supplies kit. Families with children should have each child create
their own personal pack.
During
If a hurricane watch has been issued for your area, conditions are favorable for and could produce
a hurricane. Listen to the news and the weather updates and make sure you leave if an official
evacuation is ordered. Cover your windows with hurricane shutters or plywood. If a hurricane
warning has been issued, a violent storm, possibly a hurricane, is expected within 24 hours.
 Remain inside, away from windows and doors.
 During power outages try to avoid carrying a lit candle. Use flashlights instead. Don't use a lit
candle when searching for items in a confined space. Never use a candle for a light when
checking pilot lights or fueling equipment such as a kerosene heater or lantern.
 Do not be fooled by the calm when the eye of the hurricane is above your area; the worst of
the storm is probably yet to come.
 Be prepared for tornadoes caused by hurricanes; remain inside and at the center of your home
or in a closet.
After
Continue to listen to the news and weather updates. Often when the storm is over, damage still
exists from floods, downed power lines, and electrically charged water. Stay out of buildings that
have been damaged or flooded and obey detour and warning signs when driving. Never enter a
flooded or barricaded roadway (even with a large vehicle) vehicles can be swept away by only
two feet of water.
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